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that Island prove the best Slaves in India, and are sold at an higher Price
in the Ateheen Market than any others.

Padang is about twenty Leagues to the Southward of the ./Equator, where
the Dutch have a Colony, and a strong Fort to defend it from the Insults
of the Natives. It cost the Dutch many Men, and much Treasure before
they could force a Settlement there, tho' at last they gained their Point,
but being a Country that produces only Gold and Pepper, the Profits
can hardly bear the Charge. The Island of Good Fortune lies about 20
Leagues without it.

Indrapwa is the'next, and lies about fifty Leagues to the Southward of
the ^Equator. It was formerly an English Factory, but the Dutch insulted
it in King William's War with Fiance, and it has made but a soriy Figure
in Trade since. Its Commodity is only Pepper, but it affords great Plenty
of it, and very cheap. The Island ofNasaw lies about 15 Leagues without it.

Bencolon is an English Colony, but the European Inhabitants not very
numerous. About the Year 1690. the East-india Company built a Fort
there, and called it York Fort, but Brick or Stone Walls in that Country
cannot long continue firm, because Concussions of the Earth are so
frequent by Earthquakes, that solid Walls are rent by the shaking of their
Foundations. It has the Conveniency of a River to bring their Pepper out
of the inland Countries, but great Inconveniencies in shipping it off on
board the Ships, for there is a dangerous Bar at the River's Mouth, which
has proved fatal to many poor English Men. The Road for Shipping is also
inconvenient; for in the South-west Monsoons, there being nothing to
keep the great Swell of rolling Seas off them, but a small Island called Rat
Island, the Ships are ever in a violent Motion while that Monsoon lasts.

The inland Princes are often at Variance among themselves, and some-
times are troublesom to the Trade of our Colony, but as their Wars are
short, the English are in little Danger by them. In the Year 1693. there
was a great Mortality in the Colony, the Governor and his Council all
died in a short Time after one another, and one Mr. Sowdon being the
eldest Factor, had his Residence at Piqyman, or Pnaman, a subordinate
Factory to Bencolon, being called to the Government of the Colony, but
not very fit for that Charge, because of his intemperate drinking, it fortuned
in his short Reign, that four Princes differed, and rather than run into
Acts of Hostility, referred their Differences to the Arbitriment of the
English Governor, and came to the Fort with their Plea. Mr. Sowdon soon
determined their Differences in favours of the two that complained; and
because the others seemM dissatisfied with his Determination, ordered
both their Heads to be struck off, which ended their Disputes effectually,